Los Fresnos Consolidated Independent School District
Addendum to the Student Handbook

Parents,

Please add this addendum to your copy of the student handbook you received at the beginning of the 2009-2010 school
year. Passage of new legislation has added items that need to be included in the student handbook. If you do not have a
copy, you may access the handbook on LFCISD website: http://www.Ifcisd.net or ask your child’s principal for a copy.

Thank you

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR CHILDREN OF MILITARY FAMILIES
Children of military families will be provided flexibility regarding certain district requirements, including:

= Immunization requirements.

= Grade level, course, or educational program placement.

= Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities
=  Graduation requirements.

In addition, absences related to a student visiting with his or her parent related to leave or deployment activities may be excused by the
district.

EXEMPTION TO COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE

State law allows exemptions to the compulsory attendance requirements for several types of absences. These include the following
activities and events:

= Religious holy days.

= Required court appearances,

= Activities related to obtaining United States citizenship,

= Service as an election clerk.

= Documented health-care appointments, including absences for recognized services for students diagnosed with autism
spectrum disorders.

In addition, a junior or senior student’s absence of up to two days related to visiting a college or university may be considered an
exemption, provided the student receives approval from the campus principal, follows the campus procedures to verify such a visit,
and makes up any work missed.

DRIVER LICENSE ATTENDANCE VERIFICATION

For a student between the ages of 16 and 18 to obtain a driver license, the Texas Department of Public Safety must be provided
written parental consent to access the student’s records for purposes of verifying 90% attendance for credit for the semester.

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

The district has established a plan for addressing child sexual abuse, which may be accessed at your school counselor’s office. As a
parent, it is important for you to be aware of warning signs that could indicate a child may have been or is being sexually abused.
Sexual abuse in the Texas Family Code is defined as any conduct harmful to a child’s mental, emotional, or physical welfare as well
as a failure to make a reasonable effort to prevent sexual conduct with a child. Anyone who suspects that a child has been or may be
abused or neglected has a legal responsibility, under state law, for reporting the suspected abuse or neglect to law enforcement or to
Child Protective Services (CPS).



Possible physical warning signs of sexual abuse could be difficulty sitting or walking, pain in the genital areas, and claims of
stomachaches and headaches. Behavioral indicators may include verbal references or pretend games of sexual activity between adults
and children, fear of being alone with adults of a particular gender, or sexually suggestive behavior. Emotional warning signs to be
aware of include withdrawal, depression, sleeping and eating disorders, and problems in school.

A child who has experienced sexual abuse should be encouraged to seek out a trusted adult. Be aware as a parent or other trusted
adult that disclosures of sexual abuse may be more indirect than disclosures of physical abuse, and it is important to be calm and
comforting if your child, or another child, confides in you. Reassure the child that he or she did the right thing by telling you.

As a parent, if your child is a victim of sexual abuse, the campus counselor or principal will provide information regarding counseling
options for you and your child available in your area. The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (TDFPS) also
manages early intervention counseling programs. To find out what services may be available in you count, see

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevenyion_and_ Early Intervention/Programs Available In Your County/default.asp.

The following Web sites might help you become more aware of child abuse:

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index.aspx?id=2820

http://sapn.nonprofitoffice.com/

http://www.taasa.org/member/materials2.php

http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/txts/childabusel.shtml

http://www.oag.state.tx.us/AG_Publications/txts/childabuse2.shtml

Reports may be made to:

The Child Protective Services (CPS) division of the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (1-800-252-5400 or on the
Web at http://www.txabusehotline.org) .

GANG-FREE ZONES

Certain criminal offenses, including those involving organized criminal activity such as gang-related crimes, will be enhanced to the
next highest category of offense if they are committed in a gang-free zone. For purposes of the district, a gang-free zone includes a
school bus and location in, on, or within 1,000 feet of any district-owned or leased property or campus playground.

REMOVING A STUDENT FROM HUMAN SEXUALITY INSTRUCTION

As a part of the district’s secondary curriculum, students receive instruction related to human sexuality. The School Health Advisory
Council (SHAC) is involved with the selection of course materials for such instruction. State law requires that any instruction related
to human sexuality, sexually transmitted diseases, or human immunodeficiency virus or acquired immune deficiency syndrome must:

= Present abstinence from sexual activity as the preferred choice of behavior in relationship to all sexual activity for unmarried
persons of school age;

= Devote more attention to abstinence from sexual activity than to any other behavior;

=  Emphasize that abstinence is the only method that is 100 percent effective in preventing pregnancy, sexually transmitted
diseases, and the emotional trauma associated with adolescent sexual activity;

= Direct adolescents to a standard of behavior in which abstinence from sexual activity before marriage is the most effective
way to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases; and

= Teach contraception and condom use in terms of human use reality rates instead of theoretical laboratory rates, if included in
the content of the curriculum.

In accordance with state law, below is a summary of the district’s curriculum regarding human sexuality instruction:



Human sexuality is taught through the health classes in our middle schools and high school. The approach is biological.
Abstinence is emphasized as the preferred choice of behavior.

As a parent, you are entitled to review the curriculum materials. In addition, you may remove your child from any part of this
instruction with no academic, disciplinary, or other penalties. You may also choose to become more involved with the
development of curriculum used for this purpose by becoming a member of the district’s ASHAC. Please see the campus
principal for additional information.

TOP TEN PERCENT

The University of Texas at Austin may limit the number of students automatically admitted to 75 percent of the university’s
enrollment capacity for incoming freshmen.



